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Concrraing neutral commerce, and Surther
Justification of the executive relat-
ing to late cvents.

IT is understood that séme readers of |
the preceding essays will be well pleased
to ses some remarks concerning neul.rai'
commerce, or raiher that species of eon-
€ealed and clandestine traffic which has
been latelycarried on between the colonies
of one of the belligerent nations, direflly
or indire&lly, and 1he nation to which they
belong.  The elaborate discussions which
have appeared in the public prints, have
already unfolded this subjcél, as far as can
be done by the influence of ancient autho-
rities, modern usages, ingenious argu-
ments and splendid eloquence.  But little,
therefore, remains to be said ; indeed, no-
thing except to shew what are the opini-
ons of the writer. It is likely that these
opinions will be unpopular, even with
those who have been well pleased with his
sentiments upon other subjeéts—but let
this be as it may, he has no hesitation to
promulgate them, and as little to disclose
his reasons.

This subjed affords nothing to amuse
the wriler, and not much to entertzin the
reader ; but it is a subjeél which deserves
the deepest consideration, and conceining
which every politician ouglht to store his
mind with all the lights which can be af-
forded. Whether the writer of this will
Be able to add a feeble ray;to the general
mass of information, which has been pub-
lished, will depend upon what follows.

That speci:s of commerce which has
been lately carried on, in American bot-
toms, and often by the aids of British sea.
men, directly to and from a port hostile |
to Great Brilain, has certuinly afforded!

mericans, or others in the garh of Ameri- {of St. Domingro, and her merchants have

cans, have carried on‘to St. Domisigo — |carried on a trade which gives offence to

France has candidly and jusily complain-
edy because the inbabitants of that sland
are declared by that governm-nt 1o be in
rebellion.  Gieat Britain complains, be-
cause the American bottoms, by the con-
trivances just menlioned, convev the pra-
duce gfthat island to the ports of France.
depandence of St. Domingn was

oWledged, neither of these nations
would have any right to complin. But
it is well known that France claims St. Do-
mingo,& that the meritorious Ferrand, 1 he
governor general for Fracce, has issued
proclamations, inhibiting any trade or sup-
poit from any nation whatever, to the re-
volters.

Although the notorious situation of the
island might have ivduced the British go-
vernment to have relaxed, in the general
construélion which they give to such com-
merce, yet they have pursucd a diff:rent
policy—and the Americans cainog say
that the privileges of neutrals entitle them
to trade freely, while the trade is not tos
lerated by the British cabinet.

In the last essay, a good deal was said
in relation to the policy of this irade —uand
now we find that it threatens to involve
us in disputes upon contradi®lory pringi-
ples, with two of the most powerful nati-
ons cf the earth; end altho” the grounds
of theircomplaints are dissimilar, they ar
so well defended, that the Americans can
not pretend to insist upon a further pro
secution, unless the belligerent nations
should consent.

This important question las been
frequently brought Lefore the public—
and has been the neeasien of much solici-
tude and itritaticn.  “The minister of the
French empire has wizde an open official
compiaint to the American government,
This has been submitted to congress ; ayd

cach of the contending powers. France
thas stated her obje€tions and complaints.
{ The American government have passed
{an a@ which forbids the trade—and one

Je& of accusation to bear upon all the
great objecks of public and governm ental
care. Then perhaps it will be found that
confli€ling duties and interests, will afford
the most conclusive answers.

Again and again,the writer of this, con-

| troops to be raised was to be left entirely
to his direclion. The resoluticn propos~
ed is as follows 2 :
Eesolved, 'I'hat such number of troops
not esceeding as the
President of the U. S. shall deem suflicia

{set of poliucians say that it proceeds / siders himself bound by his social duty | ent Lo protect the southern frontiers of

A i e . (A gt Sl Spunish inroad and irsulty
‘from pusillanimity, becavse the minister | to declare in the most uneqiivocal terme, the Ul S. fiom Spunish inroad o ?

'of France had complained. At the same
time another set are as much dissati-fied
with the administration, because they have
not altacked the British leet with a few
gun boats—because the rulers of that
jcountry say that they will not permit the
existence of such a rade.

Hence, we sce, that there are two de-

scriptions of persons who wish to go 10}

war, upon opposite pritciples, or rather
caprices, without knowing what would be
| the general sense of the people.  Theugh
jthe writer of this does not pretend ‘to
know what would be the consequences, if
{the president, in obedience to (he wisiics
of both. had brought the country into w
war with France and Spain, and into ano-
ther war with England, yet he befieves
that a little refie@ion will teach the peo-
ple, that the president has afted with wis.
dom in be'h cases.  Such wars and for
such causes, would be nuthing more or
less than a declaraiion, enforced by urms,
that St. Domingo was a free, sovereign
avd independent power, and deserved, not
only ihe confidence and kindness of the
Amgricans, but ulsg, a valuntary co-ope-
ratwn in the perils, expenses und solici-
tudes of war. .

There may be some ‘Americans who
are desirous to produce such a state of

greater part of those who have scolded,
censuted and columniated the sdministra-
tion, have not seriously refleled upon the
merits of the case or (he consequences
of their own wishes. These opinions are

that the condutl of the exzcutive, in late
evenls, appears®to have been, not only un-
tieserving reproach, but highly meritori.
ous; and that it is fully entitled to the
conlidence and support_of those, to whom

wise it is sufficient to sny, Tax press 1s
irRE® AN AMERIC AN,

Y ke i A LN S e
CONGRESS.
IIOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.

——

MoNoay, Apiil 7.

—— T —
SPANISH AFFAIRS.

Debate on the maticn of Mr. J, Randolph
fo frudlish tie President’s Messuge.
[conTiNUED.]

Mr. KELLY: I did not expeél to of
fer any arguments cither in favor of o
in opposition to the degision lately made,
from which there has been an appeal ; but
as that appeal has been made, 1 rise no
for the purpose of goitg into any wid
argument or of accusing any set of men,

these eesays have been addressed, and for | S S
whose information and benelit they havg | 10t tiink it proper that the militia, even
been writlen, to those who think other. | if competent, should be forced out into

but lor the purpose of jusufying mist i
and the vote which I siall now give as

that the reasen of giving money was to|
prevent the necessity of raising a standing |
iarmy; & that it was betier 10 strengthen
pl tie arm of the executive with woney than

Il)cen said on his flcor with open doors
i

important aids to the enemy of Britain. 37 3& [:i“{“b'"’“g f"'_‘“""{ “"‘“d':' .{"“:
And although the trade may not embrace | p.“““'l BN ”T"_“ Rt o
a single article, deemed contraband, yet| Great Britain—That government was too
it gave the contending nation, relief and | Provd and haughty to prefer a complaint

given without imputing particular blame | °7 @ Standing forces  From this it might
t those who think otherwise. They are e inferred that the reasoning on the parli
published with intentions that the subje&ls | of the minority went 10 raising a stand-

to which they relate, may be reconsidered {ing army.  As I voted with the minori-

succor, in some of the important concerns |
of government, or national nrosperity. It
does not therefore require the aids of rhe- |
toric or logic, when a beneficial conse-
quence has been procured by these means,
1o"demonstrate, that such = trade ceases
%o be neutral, and may be essentially and
substantially considered, contraband.

And when the produce of the colony is
in the firstinstance brought to America,
and entered in the regular forms of law,
and is again re.shiped in the same, or o-
ther American bottoms, it does not by this
finesse, lose any of the qualities of contra-
band trade, which would have attached to
ity if the fiflion or evasion had not been
pradlised. Buch commerce is not entitled
to any of the privileges of neutrality. and
deserves to be treated exaélly as if the
vessels and their cargoes had sailed, di-|
re€lly from one port, and were clearad for
another belonging to the same power.

Altho' politicians have puzzled themi-
sclves, and disturbed the public with con-
tradi€lory theories and opinions concern-
ing this subjeét, because they have not
found satisfullory rules in those books, |
which are supposed to contain the law of
nations ; Yel it seems easy to have de-
termined the question, without the aid or
authority of Grotius, Puffendorf, Vattel,
Martens, &c. It was only necessary (o
have upened the volurie of common sense, |
to have applied direélly to our feelings and |
perceptions to have found a satisfaélory '
rule, by which this troublesome question |
might have been settled for ever. :

A'very simple proposition is now about |
{o be stated, which wiil illustrate the rule, !
by which the ppinion of the writer has|
Leen formed.  Let us suppose that, |

A and B arve engaged ina quarrel—the |
Tormer is likely to gain an advantage, .
which will insure him success. €, who
is a bye.stander, and pretends to be a

g 1e |
friend to both, all of a sudden interferes; \% !hey have given new iscues to old

in such a way, as to give the viélory to the
lutter.
all pretensions to the future confidence of
A=he would not any longer be considers |
ed as an independent bye-stander, or ds
an hoiorable neutral=he would by.the
voluntary act of interference, become ot- |
tached to the fortunes of the party wlli(:h:t
he had aided, and might reasonably ex.!
pe€t, when occasion would allow it, an aét
of retaliation.

Buch is the short case between France,
England and America. The two former
are at war—=the third was not coneerned
in the quarrel—each nation had consent-
ed that America might enjoy an advanta. |
geous neutrality—and although this neu-
trality afforded very promising prospeéls
for internal prosperity and external com-
merce, yet the enterprise and cupidity
of cur merchants have induced them to
disterb the general tranquility, which
might have existed, to endanger the
peace of their country, and o forfeit

They have resorted o force—their ships
of war have been their negociators. They
have captured American ships, while the
owners were deluded in the opinion that
they had given to the commoadities, the
quality of neutrality, by the fiélions which
have been already noticed.

By this means the British government
have exercised mary aéls of oppression,
and irritation against fair traders—and
they have lost a giorious opportunity of
acquiring the confidence and affe@ions of
the Americans, by aéling with reasonable
farbearance and candor, by an open and
maulydeciaration, that theyshould consider
such a trade 2s an indirect co-operation in
the war against that nation. They have
lost this opporiunity, & will now, perhaps,
under the influence of stronger measures,
perform what might have appeared to be
the effelt of honor and generosity, QOunce
more they have rcused the slumbering
discantents of the Americans—and our
imaginations carry us back through all
the scenes of the révolutionary contests In
the death of Pierce, we are reminded of
the conflagrations of Charleston, (Mass.)
New  London, Norfoiik, Manchester,
Richmond, &c.—~und there are some per-
sons, who well remember, the liquid tor-
rent of fire which rolled through a part
of that city where this essay is publishe
ed.®

If the cabinet of London had thonght
proper to make ihis question a subject of
negeciation, and had instruéled ieir a-
gents to have said that they should consi-
der a continuation te justify the capture
and condemnation of oir vessels, the A-
mericans might have then considered the
merits, before they were clouded and ob-
scured by the angry passions—but the cz-
binet of London have abandened this fa-
vorable position, in gratification of an in-
tolerable und indefensible pride. Thus it

wounds, and thuse they have irritated by

By such conduft C would fo,fejr €t of public insult, and private injury. |

But it is now very Likely that the battle of
Austerlitz, and the treaty of Presburg,
have taugint ithem that it was more wise
to concibiate than to continue in a course
of aggression, but little short of open war.

The trade to St. Domingo presents 1o
the mind the strongest contradiéliony, —
Fiance, 1o whom the island belongs, de
nies to the United States, a right of com-
mevce with the inhabitants, because they
afe in rebeliion, and have assumed and
claiimed the island for themselves, Great
Dritain, as an enemy to France, seizes and
confiscates the produce of St. Domingo,
when taken in American bottoms, because
it is the produce of an enemy. America
has not acknowledged the independence
¥ In the year 1781, when Ammold canie 1o
Richmond with lis band of depredators, he
found in the possession of a mercantile house at
this place, about 100 hogsheads of rum. It was
known that the members of that house were
warm friends 1o the revalution. War was there-

that exalted reputation which a fair and | [ore declared againse the rum. The hogaheads

even course would have insured,
T'he trade which has been the

source of dilficulty isAbat which the A-

; Ak S

1t
Breatest | o.

were knoclied 1o pieces, and five was applied to
he rum. It took its course down a valley to the
r, and alforded to the plunderers the most
sayage deiighi.

by those who have suffered their feelings
of indignation, or regard for national honor
to hurry them into the paths of error. Yes,
into an error, which will not fait to plunge
their country into calamiies, t% end and
consequences of which cannot be fore-
sCeEn. .

Indeed! And =re these the purposes
and issues for which the Americans, or a-
ny part of the American people, desire 1o
o to war with the mest powerful nations
of the earth? With Great Britain, Wwhose
fleets triumph over the ocean, and with
France, who in two or three months, could
array a million of men 2 If the question &
consequences be seriously considered, the
advocates for a rupture or war, will find
themselves on the brink of a precipice.

It will not be denied that the United
States, if they think fit, mav acknow ledge
the independence “of St. Doming. and
may endeavor to support their codaél by
the swads  But it is not prewnded that
this ought to be donme—~and yet in the face
of all the world. things have been done
and aie yet insisted upon, by come Ame-
{ricans, which could only be justified, if
St. Demingo was a sovereign independ
ent nation.

Thus do we behold, that things ar= ad-
vocated and delended, under the insidions
amd deceptious pretences of neutral and
commeirciol rights, which amount to
an indireél warfare, against the contend-
[ing nations, are injurious to each, dis-
{ graceful to our couniry, and ben-ficial to
Innlw except those who have bLartered a.
!way their birth-rights—the pride of nati
onal charater, and th= honest reputation
of a just and folitic neutrality 3 who at the
tame time when they have fiiled their pri-
vate coffers, have sharpened the swords
of assassination,

Itistime to dismiss this subje@, Hap-
pys indeed, would it be for the United
States, if it conid be buried in cblivion, so
that the new course, which we are now
by law commanded to pu‘sue, should not
be alloyed by painful and disgraceful re-
trospeélions,

This cursory view will bring before the
reader the importance and the dificulty
of the executive duties: with so niany
contradiClory epinions and interests, it
were in vain to expeft that general satis.
faction would or could be given: it be-
hoves us therefore first to aseertain what
are the true inlerests of the country 3
then to inquire how nearly the cond
the administration appro+ he

and
utl of
5 those in-

rityy honest neatrality and the (ree
ment of the benefits of our industry
prise; talents and fortune,
great public objeéls,
Have the present rulers impaired o
violated any of these important objefls ?
if they have not, but on the other hand
have afforded 1o erch all the epnn
which an equiponderant re
to the others would permit, then no cc n-
sure is dves Before an imputation s

tolerated, let every reader bring the sub-

enjoy-

These are the

gard and duty

terests—Independence, pesce, domestic !
yuiety national prosperjty, personal secy- |

enters !

lenance |

|ty on this occasion, I will briefly state
i sume.of the reasons which influsnced my
{votes Itis not in order to suy any thingr
relative (o the coufidentiul message, bu.
itis perfecily in erder to speak, of the
messuge delivered al the opening offthe
session ; ‘and I believe it is perfeetly fair
to say, that there was no occurrence be-
tween the 3d of Dee. when the pablic
message was dehvered, and the 6th when
the coufidential messuge was received o
change the circumstances in which we
were previously piaced. [ shall vote in
favor of the publication of this messapre as
being the ground work of the proceed-
ings we have adopicd i secrel. [ wish
it published that the public may Judye
whether thosé proceedings were Conso-
nunt to this message or nut. I should
wish the public to see whether the part
tike=n by ihe minority, or the measures
of the majority are the most consonaris
with s To enable the public accurately
to judge, 1 think it essemtial that it shauld
be pablshed ; as the execu.ive branch of
the government is presumed to be the
best acquainted with our forcign relati
onss  ‘T'he messape of the President at
the opening of (he session speciilly men.
{Lioned and designated Spain, I informe
ed us that, % Inroads have been recen ly
i made into the territory of Orleans and
the Mississippi, our citizens have been
scized and their property piundered in |
the very parts of the former which had |
heen aélually delivered up by Spain, und |
this by the repular officers and soldiers of |
that government.” Ths message 6lso |
advised us that some:thing wus nessary (o
be done. It said that some of these age-
gressions fight perhaps sdmit of a pea-
cexble remedy, but thay others conld be |
met by force alope, That message, il
will be allowed g il handsy calied luud-
Iy for some Citicient measures on the part
of the guvernment—ior taking sesiiia
Spaing i not a liostile, at least a defensive |
posture 5 and T will undertake to say that |
nothing which hasoceurred in seeret ten- |
Ged to inculeate the propriety ofa diffy. |
¢ent course 5 nor could theie be any thing,
for the one message so quickly followed
the othery as not to allow time for ‘ny ine |
tervenming circumstances.  What follow-
ed? A report of a commi‘tee ating Lie
aggressions of this power to Le of a most !
atrocious nature 3 not recomm '-illn;; @l
| war to check the rising growth and prose
[ perity ¢t the country, but recomm mding
(that a certain nu» ber of troops should
[ be raised at the discretion of tie Presi.
dent of the United S ates, to repel- the
insults that might be offired, and o chas
tse those who offered them.  This m 1|
sure appeared to be proper in iifell, and |

1

it appeared likewise to be recommended
by the tenor of thie raessage. It appear
ed to be the more necrssury, as we had |
information of the coli:Eting of a consis
derable force in the provinces of Spain [
and at Pensacolas  For (hese reasons ) |
appeared to me desirable that such a |
force slould be raised as the President
might deem necessary. This was got
«Cealing astanding army«-Thes number of

¥

and to ciustise the same, be immediately

, raised.

It has been ailedged that the militid

! would huve bu:n competent to deflend the
| frontier.

But this couid not prevail on
mie to abandon the measuvre, as I could

50 unhealthy a seevice. The resclution
embraced fio other idea but that the stand-
g force in that quarter sheuld be
siremstheneds I considered.this safc and
proper, Lo make provision f.r cases whicly
Wight arise. I cculd not belfeve thut (i @
militin wold be competent te defend the
Coutiry,  bhey mre 1o remore!y situate
ed, and the ccuntry oo sickly ; and ihe
only just celewiation was that Uiey would
have found their praves there. 1t wug
ot conterdsd that a large s1my was ne-
cessary 3 bui that it wonld be roquisite, inf
Case the Spanish troops should be supes
FIOT (0 GUs, 10 raise a fow reeruiib.
These are hie reasons that induced me
w vote for the resoluuon, | had ethorss
We were informed of (he nucessity of
baving additional land baterics, ol Puttingg
our poss and harbors in a staie ofdefence,,
aud ot butidin: an sddivenai nonter of
Bun boats. - It thege measures Were cur-
tied into eff2ét. I thoughiv, us wilitia wounid

M icl . ive siuol be © mpetent o these oLjeéls, it
things—but there can be no doubt that the | Wel! 85 that which I have given. It has | pete se OLjeels

weuld be requisite to have an wdd Lon
made o our troops.  Under all thes. cir-
cumstances 1 was in favor of eipon crngs
the President to raise a smf number of
troups.  Eui while I was in favor of (hig
vcasure, L was as strongly oppesed. as
uny man on this lobry o uny thing hike &
arge standing army. I will never cone
fenl Lo such a meusure without un urgent
necessily for it. i

I wus opposed to the mensure adopted
Ly the House on mauny groundss I upe
peared by the report of the secietary of
the treasury that there was net in the
treasury more ihan a surplus millicn of
dotlars. 1 considered it iwproper, whemn
we were threaiensd from every ¢ arory
to lay a magic hand oi the two iy
appropriated, (o anticipaie the receinis of
revenue by a miliion of dollars, und tLug
drain the treasury when money niigat
soon be wanted lor the most urgent pure,
poses,

I was opposed to it on other zround,
It did get appear for woar purpose it was
to Le fapplieds Lt s trae, 1 heard one
Zenteman say It Was In corresnun ence
with the sectet wishies o! the Piesile

Ly
but I could pay no regard hat «: claa
ration. We had before us o ¢ o e

cationy either public or privace. whocli dow

clated that 1. was enlicr %l Soin op
France that the negociag.n was to b e
ried on.  Nor nad we woy reason | Cif=
tertaining the islea tiat ihe (wo mitlie vy

whether they are gone of not, w ' d
make one farihiing differe.ce. 1 was res
cessary for me, voung on whis o eaclo,
to see the necessity and propriciy of 1he
mea-ures  We had been told i the m. S
suge ol the Piesident that the Negociaiion
with Spain had come to an issve, and thae
that issue was not lavorable. But we had
recetved an intimation that Spain war dis-
posed 1o adjust her differences with us
respedling boandariess We bad. on the
cantrary, diff rent information. Neithep

[ had we any inuimation that the conterme

plaied negociation would be agreesble to
Spain, or 16 the President of the United
States,  Was it then proper for the
House or myself to vote for appropriat
ing «wo millions of dallurs for the 3 a
I:-h wa what, when it hetlier sppeared
o any commuiication hhom the Presie
Er Cilicts, SOUrCe, L

('I:':I'. ot (rom .'d‘.i‘v ';"v
II we bad had such arn 108,

o
be desira’siel

timation fiom the President, what secye
tily was there that the negocration would
have been maude~and | am

inclingd 1o
believe that I should have b en opposed
1o 1ts aving been entered vpon, W hat

prave rise (o the f

: ot purchase § Jhe right
of depasit stip

ulaied by treaty 5 us hud
I is well known that o
number of vessels
down the :\1'&“‘&'1']-'!'. which from
peculiar construétion could not reach
oceun==and thence resulied ¢ e necessiy,
uln plice of deposit.  The relusal ol thog
right fi:st gave rice to the idea of «
chase, We
lzans and o

been refused,

considergble cams

heir
e

Prira
BOl possession of New Ora

[the viver; and found irselves
also possesscd of a strip ol javd oo tie
oiher side ol ity wlter havi 14 nght we

hadl pureh s d Wess Florida —aii when
1 find insiead of this, we have be en swinde
ted out of vur money, 1 am unwilling 19
negociate againy and give away the pube
e Lrcasuge. Lven aler thus shali navg
been done, it wil be extreruely easy fop
France or some oilier government ta
raise a difliculty, and claim an additional
sum for ity adjustment, Was it oy be




